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Happy June, Graves County!

I sincerely hope this newsletter finds you all safe and well after the recent
weather we have experienced. It always amazes me how quickly friends

and neighbors jump to the aid of others during these times. Shortly after
the first round of storms had passed Sunday my husband and I went out

to survey for any damage to our farm. All around we could hear a
chorus of chainsaws running and trucks and tractors heading up and
down the roads looking for ways to help. How lucky are we to live in

such a place?! A huge thank you to our linemen who have worked
around the clock to restore power all over the region. Let us all pray that

we can all move on to gentle, timely rains for the remainder of the
season. I believe we could all do with a little less excitement!
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We are excited to see what sorts of amazing things that you all enter into the extension exhibits at the
county fair again this year! If you’d like to enter something in to the Farm and Garden Exhibits, please see

the information a little further into this newsletter for the categories and information regarding those.
Don’t forget that 4-H and FCS also have plenty of categories to enter as well! Contact the office for more

information.

Denise and I are excited to partner with KY Fish & Wildlife to bring a Hook and Cook event to our office
this month. It’s going to be a great night of education on invasive carp and recipe tasting!  Make sure to see

the flyer included here to sign up. You must register and sign up with Fish and Wildlife in order to be a
part of the class!

Finally, we are still compiling information to include in our producer directory. If you’d like to be included,
please see go to https://forms.gle/1CSoUpzD1DZFCLhf8, 

see the flyer attached for a QR code, or call the office to get your information added!

Enjoy the start of summer!



June 11: County Fair Entry Drop-off, 9-11am, Graves County
Fairgrounds
June 13: Hook & Cook Invasive Carp Class, 5:30pm, GCEO
June 14-15: Western Rivers Junior Livestock Expo, Bill Cherry
Expo Center, Murray State University
June 17: County Fair Entry Pick-up, 10am-noon, Graves County
Fairgrounds
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ANR: What's Happening?
Bolded events are hosted by the Graves County Extension Office. 
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We are excited to partner with KY Fish
& Wildlife to bring this great class to

you! 
You MUST register with Fish and

Wildlife in order to attend! See flyer for
more information!

We are still collecting information for
our Graves County Producer Directory!
Please contact us or scan the QR code to

be included.
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Interested in woodland management?
The Kentucky Woodland Owners Short
Course is a great opportunity to learn

more! Follow the link to register!

Make plans to attend the 2024 Corn,
Soybean, & Tobacco Field Day!



Worker Protection Standards: Be Sure Your Ag Workers are Annually Trained
Ric Bession, Extension Entomologist

Most pesticides we use on the farm are covered by Worker Protection Standards (WPS) regulations. With these
pesticides there is an “Agricultural Use Requirements” box near the start of the Direction for Use section that outlines
the requirements when these products are on farms, forests, or nurseries. This boxes states that in these instances, uses
most abide by all of the WPS requirements. However, most of these WPS requirements are not listed on the label, but

they are all required by law.

One of those requirements is annual training of your ag workers that will work within 1/4 mile of a field that in the
past 30 days had a restricted entry interval in place. All workers must receive the WPS ag worker training before they

go into these fields, there is no grace period. Employees handling pesticides require additional training as WPS
Handlers. The requirements for training are very specific and the materials must be approved by the EPA. How many

employers handle this is by using an approved WPS Worker or Handler video then answering questions their
employees may have. This along with the WPS training record that must be completed will fulfill the annual WPS

training requirement.
To get these materials, you can visit the Pesticide Educational Resources Collaborative (PERC) website. On the

PERC website, they have a WPS standard compliance assistance library with prepared presentations and videos in
several languages that have been approved by the EPA to meet these requirements. These materials are all free of

charge. Some of the videos may be available through your local extension office as well.
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Figure 1. Even ag workers that don’t handle pesticides need to be trained and
equipped to reduce exposure to pesticide residues. (Photo: Ric Bessin, UK)

https://www.pesticideresources.org/wps/
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Electric Fence Troubleshooting School 

If you are a serious grazer, make plans to attend the all-day Electric Fencing School June 12 in Bulter
county. Fencing experts from the region will teach technical details of installing top quality electric

fencing system for all scenarios and how to troubleshoot issues. This advanced school is limited to the
first 35 participants. Sign up at: https://2024ElectricFencing.eventbrite.com   or go to the UK Forage

Website for more details.  



Rick Durham, UK Horticulture Extension Specialist
  
     Lawn care can be expensive and time-consuming. By skipping the fertilizer this spring and summer, you can

save money and time and also reduce nutrient pollution. 
     Most Kentucky lawns have cool-season grasses, such as bluegrass and tall fescue, which prefer fall

fertilization. Spring and summer fertilizer applications could weaken your turf, promote weed growth and
increase mowing frequency.

     Plants need nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium for growth and development. 
Most Kentucky soils have plenty of 
phosphorus and potassium. In fact, many
 are so naturally rich in phosphorus, 
adding more increases the risk of 
polluting our waterways.  
     The most common fertilizer blends for
 homeowners are marketed as "complete 
fertilizers" because they contain nitrogen
(N), phosphorus (P) and potassium (K).
 These blends are often available in a 
formula like 10-10-10, (N-P-K), but they
 probably contain more phosphorus and
 potassium than your lawn needs. 
     Excess or improperly applied fertilizer 
can end up in storm sewers and 
contribute to nutrient pollution in lakes,
 streams and rivers. You don’t have to
 live near a lake or tributary to
 contribute to the problem. Excess

 phosphorus promotes rapid and over abundant algae growth in freshwater. Too much algae disrupts
ecosystems, harms wildlife, negatively impacts water recreation and may contain toxins that sicken people and

pets. 
Do your part: 

• Conduct a soil test to determine what nutrients are needed.Graves County  Cooperative Extension office can
provide you with instructions for collecting soil for analysis.

 • Apply only what you need. Excess fertilizer will not make your lawn healthier.
 • Carefully apply fertilizer. Keep it off paved surfaces and away from drains and water sources. 

• Fertilize cool-season grasses only in the fall. 
     Contact the Graves County Extension office at 270-247-2334 to learn more about soil testing and how to

sustainably improve your lawn or garden. 
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Save Money, Time and the Environment; Don’t Over-fertilize Your Lawn
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Here’s some Bluegrass state tornado facts that blow your mind - pun intended!

Well over 1,000 tornadoes have hit the Bluegrass State since 1950! And that’s just counting the ones
we know about. Many more have occurred but gone unreported to the National Weather Service.
While tornadoes are much more common in central and western Kentucky, every one of Kentucky’s
120 counties has had at least one documented tornado.
 Tornadoes occur most frequently from March through June, but they have occurred in every month
of the year.
While tornadoes typically occur between 3 pm and 10pm, they have occurred during every hour of
the day. The ones that occur during the nighttime hours can be especially dangerous.
 The longest tracked tornado to strike Kentucky occurred on December 10, 2021. The tornado first
struck Obion County, TN before crossing into Fulton County, KY. The tornado, which reached
EF4 intensity with peak winds of up to 190 mph, covered a track of over 165 miles in about three
hours, claiming 57 lives and injuring over 500 people.
The strongest tornado you can get is one that is rated a five on the Fujita Tornado Intensity Scale.
There have only been two F5 tornadoes to strike Kentucky and they both occurred on April 3, 1974.
One struck Breckinridge and Meade Counties and another occurred in Boone County.
Unfortunately, 222 Kentuckians have lost their lives in tornadoes since 1950 with over 3700 injuries
and over four billion dollars in property damage!

The good news is that the National Weather Service has meteorologists on staff 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week, 365 days a year, keeping a lookout for severe weather and tornadoes. We issue outlooks, watches
and warnings that keep you informed of the potential for severe weather. Severe weather outlooks are

produced by the Storm Prediction Center and can be accessed online or in our Hazardous Weather
Outlook product on NOAA Weather Radio. Severe Thunderstorm and/or Tornado Watches are issued

when environmental conditions are supportive of severe weather and/or tornadoes. You may get the
notification that a Watch has been issued and look outside and see the sun shining. However, that Watch
is telling you to get a plan in place as severe weather and/or tornadoes could soon threaten. Warnings are
issued when severe weather and/or tornadoes are happening or about to happen. Warnings mean to take

action and to get to your safe place
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Kentucky Tornado History
 By Tony Edwards- National Weather Service Charleston, WV
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Be sure to
download the
University of

Kentucky
Weather Alert

App!
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